
Mukhtara Ayọ̀tẹ́jú Adékúnbi Yusuf they/them

Employment

2022- 23 Visiting Assistant Professor,Tandon School of Engineering, New York University

Integrated Media and Design Program, New York, NY

Courses Created:

Black and Indigenous Ecologies

Critical Design Studies: Settler Colonialism in Africa

Black Embodiment and Spatial Design

2020- 22 Equitable Design Coordinator Human Solutions, Portland, OR (Remote)

Education

2019 MFA University of Texas, Austin

Design; Architecture Minor

Thesis: Decolonizing Sustainable Design in Lagos, Nigeria

2017 MA University of California, San Diego

Communication and Media

2012 BA Dartmouth College

African/African American Studies

Publications and Commissions

2023 Indigenous Sovereignty: The Work of Ka’ila Farrell-Smith Ditch Projects + Ford Family Visual Arts

2022 Post-Brokenism Antannae Journal

2021 Grounded: On Indigenous Healing (A sound and soil exploration) Haus Der Kaulturen Der Welt

2020 Terms of Service Design Observer

2018 Clothing as Healing: Operational and Ecological Methods Funambulist Magazine

2017 The Nigerian Fashion Industry: An Integrative Way Forward Style House Files

2017 Fashion Feminism and the Work of Designer Maki-Oh Style House Files

Residencies, Exhibitions and Co-laboratories

2022 The New Alphabet School: #Commoning, Berlin

2022 Club and Care Residency, Zurich

2021 Aké Festival: I am Osun, Lagos,

2020- 21 Civic Laboratory for Environmental Action Research, Newfoundland and Labrador

2020-21 The New Alphabet School, Berlin

2019 WeTransfer Fashion Documentary, Lagos

2019 African Artists Foundation, Lagos

2018 Arthouse Foundation Residency, Lagos

2017 ColabNowNow: British Council, Johannesburg

2017 Art Africa Fair: Digital Exhibition, Capetown

Speaking Invitations/Panels (select)

2022 "Computers as Weaving,"Mukhtara Yusuf and Villa Albertine Resident Diane Cescutti

Blaffer Museum, University of Houston, Houston

2021 Exhaustion and Extraction: Depletion and Material Infrastructures

Race, Ecology and Design Series, Ecological Design Collective, The John Hopkins University

2021 Fashioning Energy Extraction and Restoration

Society for Literature Science and The Arts Annual Conference

2021 IndigeLab Roundtable

Roundtable of Indigenous Scientists and Researchers

http://idm.engineering.nyu.edu/
https://humansolutions.org/
https://ditchprojects.com/Mukhtara-Yusuf-on-Ka-ila-Farell-Smith
https://docs.google.com/file/d/15TYteBCrCNOhJz7H1p_XXZQXQsFWTlaw/edit?usp=docslist_api&filetype=msword
https://newalphabetschool.hkw.de/grounded-on-indigenous-healing/
https://designobserver.com/feature/terms-of-service-december-edition/40376/
https://thefunambulist.net/magazine/15-clothing-politics/clothing-as-healing-operational-and-ecological-methods-by-mukhtara-yusuf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UCtZytnEbfEg4BQfm0XylsDD8TvwV2TKN3cwGqfbf0o/edit?usp=sharing
https://web.archive.org/save/http://stylehousefiles.com/fashion-feminism/
https://newalphabetschool.hkw.de/category/commonings/index.html
https://civiclaboratory.nl
https://www.hkw.de/en/programm/projekte/2019/new_alphabet_school/new_alphabet_school_start.php#:~:text=2019%E2%80%932021&text=The%20New%20Alphabet%20School%20is,%2C%20archives%2C%20poetics%20and%20activism.
https://videocall.ecodesigncollective.org/playback/presentation/2.3/b80c678af25bcd8e02ead893e2bb935549650454-1633621580345?meetingId=b80c678af25bcd8e02ead893e2bb935549650454-1633621580345


2021 EP.16 A+B Research Communities in Design:

How doing a PhD in Design is shaping the discipline?

North American PhD by Design Symposium Design in Transition/Diseño

2020 Decolonising Design Methodologies

Artist Talk University of Exeter, UK

2020 Indigenous Technologies, Mukhtara Yusuf

CageMatch Project Podcast

2020 Foundations of African Futurist Politics- On Subject and Ontology

University of the Underground

2018 Moving Beyond Representation in African Design

Making Africa Exhibition, Blanton Museum, Austin, Texas

2018 In the Eye of the Beholder? Beauty Norms, Capital, and the Digital Space

Re:Publica, Accra, Ghana

2017 Media Representations of Africa

Center for African Studies, Stanford University

2016 Nigerian Vernacular Sustainability, Towards an African Futurist Approach

International Visual Sociology Conference, Oslo, Norway

2016 Speculative Genealogies, Queerness, Afrofuturism and Artmaking

Shaping Change: Remembering Octavia E. Butler, University of California San Diego

2016 Black Speculative Design Pedagogy and the Role of Sustainability

The New School Afrofuturism Conference, The New School

University Teaching and Advising

2023 Graphic Design MFA Reviewer

Yale University School of Art, New Haven

2022 Wearable Technology Workshop

Club and Care Residency, Zurich

2022 Selection Panel Judge and Advisor, International Biennale

State of Fashion 2022, Arnhem

2021 MA Thesis External Advisor, Wanda Nyairo

“Material Metaphors for Feeling & Healing: A Celebration of Emotions as Embodied Knowledge

for Black Women Exploring Connections Between the Mind, Body & Environment Through

Wearables” New York University, Tandon School of Engineering

Fellowships + Grants

2020- 22 Rose Affordable Housing Artist Fellowship, Enterprise Communities

2021 Coding Resistance Fellowship, Futures.org

2017- 19 Graduate Fellowship, University of Texas at Austin

2017 Materials Grant, University of Texas, Austin

2017 Healthy Materials Lab Scholarship, Parsons School of Design

2018 Summer Fellowship, Center for Art of Africa and its Diasporas (CAAD)

2018 Summer Fellowship, University of Texas at Austin

2015 Graduate Studies Enhancement Grant, Social Science Research Council

2014-16 Graduate Fellowship, University of California, San Diego

2012-13 Reynolds Post-Graduate Research Fellowship, Dartmouth College

2012 Summer Fellow, Institute for the Recruitment of Teachers, Phillips Academy

2012 Finalist, J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship

2010-12 Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship, Dartmouth College

https://anchor.fm/design-in-transition/episodes/EP-16B-Research-Communities-in-Design-how-doing-a-PhD-in-Design-is-shaping-the-discipline--ENG-e1aaj17
https://anchor.fm/design-in-transition/episodes/EP-16B-Research-Communities-in-Design-how-doing-a-PhD-in-Design-is-shaping-the-discipline--ENG-e1aaj17
https://youtu.be/M4b2r9t6wIM
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/indigenous-technologies-mukhtara-yusuf/id1512065615?i=1000475375721
http://universityoftheunderground.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4AmkntxaAYs&t=2169s
https://accra18.re-publica.com/en/session/eye-beholder-beauty-norms-capital-digital-space
https://www.gessnerallee.ch/en/event/968/Club_Night
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/solutions-and-innovation/rose-fellowship
https://futuress.org/events/coding-resistance/


Workshops and Professional Service

2021 Mending Broken Worlds Workshop

HKW, New Alphabet School, Berlin #healing

2020 Grant Selection Committee

BEENMedia Microgrant Selection Committee

2020 Participant, Native American Affordable Housing Design Leadership Institute

MASS Design Group; Sustainable Native Communities Design Lab

2020 Reviewer, Routledge Visual Studies Journal

2018 Teaching Assistant, Design Issues: Color,

University of Texas Austin, School of Design and Creative Technologies

2011-12 Fellows Coordinator, Harambe Nigeria Obafemi Awolowo University Fellows

Nigeria Incubator for Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development

https://newalphabetschool.hkw.de/category/commonings/index.html
https://www.been.media/

